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STUDY THE 
MASTERS  

“Read, read, read. Read every-
thing – trash, classics, good and 
bad, and see how they do it. Just 
like a carpenter who works as 
an apprentice and studies the 
master. Read! You’ll absorb 
it…”  William Faulkner  
 
Learn what works, and what 
doesn’t. Great work is bound to 
influence you. This doesn’t mean 
being a copycat or anything of 
that sort; it means absorbing 
what you can about effective 
storytelling and insightful per-
spectives on the world. But go 
beyond this – find out about 
successful novelists’ lives, the 
way they’ve stuck it out for the 
long haul, and what they have to 
say about that precious quality 
every serous writer possesses 
persistence.   

Greetings & Salutations All: The waning days of 2019 are upon us and time 
to take inventory and evaluate the successes and failures of the year. Old time 
member Jack Petersen has moved to New York and been replaced by five new 
members; plans for the Gateway to Writing Conference are simmering on the back 
burner and 2020 will be our 16th, not bad for a project that began as an experiment; 
the Fall Retreat held in September is said to have been one of our most successful 
and productive; in March we celebrated 42 years of MMW; critique guidelines are 
being updated; a new anthology Uneven Terrain has been published on Amazon; 
the website is being updated and improved; and an online bulletin, INKDROPS  
has been added to supplement the quarterly newsletter INKSPOTS. All in all 
MMW has had a very busy year. 
 

The new and improved website will be up and running by January, be sure and 
let me know if there is something you would like to see added, included, or even 
eliminated.  It will be streamlined and require minimal updating and hopefully 
will be more reflective of the group.   
 

Our next meeting will be January 13, 2020 and Ken and Laura will be reading.  
Next business meeting will be January 23, let Ken know if you have an item for 
the agenda.  Merry Christmas all, have a great holiday.                 Donnie 

Memoirs:4 Things to Consider 
 

Memoirs are their own class of writing, but they must adhere to the principles of 
great storytelling. Here are four things to consider before you write your mem-
oir. 
 

1. Decide which span of time you are describing. What is the opening 
and what is the ending? All good stories have a beginning, a middle, and an end, 
contain a climax and a resolution. 
 

2. Decide whether you are sticking with pure fact, or whether you are 
going to embellish. Embellishment might only mean changing the names of 
those involved to protect privacy. Deeper changes might involve the omission of 
key events, changes in the true chronology of events, or slight changes to help 
focus the story.   
 

3. Decide how personal you are going to get. Decide where to draw the 
line and how it will impact the story. This choice can prove difficult. Key details 
you may be reluctant to share could be pivotal to the story.   
 

4. Decide the message of your memoir. Focus everything around this mes-
sage. What is the take-away a reader should be left with? Remember, the best 
memoirs are like parables. They are not only intriguing – they help others im-
prove their lives. 



“ When I sit down to write a book, I do not say to myself, ‘I am going to produce a work of art.’ 
I write it because there is some lie that I want to expose, some fact to which I want to draw 
attention, and my initial concern is to get a hearing.”      George Orwell 
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   CHARACTER: 

• Does your figure show basic character traits like you would find in a liv-
ing person? 

• Does your reader feel like there is a background apart from the story to 
the character? 

• Does your character have little mannerisms that set him apart from the 
crowd? 

• Can you detect an unexpected feature in your figure that seems to run 
completely against what the character stands for, but in its own way still 
fits in with who she is? 

• Does your minor character have at least two or three recognizable basic 
features and a minimum of background? 

• Does your minor character have one mannerism or quirk that sets him 
apart from the masses? 

• Is your character interesting enough for the audience to really care 
about? 

• Are the characters in your story clearly distinguishable?  

• Does the personality of your character fully show through in her speech? 

• Do you mainly demonstrate your character’s traits instead of just listing 
them? 

• Are any of your shellfish wearing an 18th century masters-of-ceremonies
-suit? 

 
(from “The 44 Key Questions: Make your Story Look Like Hemingway in 
Ernest.”) 

 

Holiday Book Fest 
Mercato @ Village at GT Commons  

Saturday, December 15 @ 1-5 PM  

25 Authors & Musicians will represent and sell their work in the Mercato at The Vil-

lage at Grand Traverse Commons. There will be great books, music, & 

fun. Regional authors will be happy to sign books for everyone on your holiday list! 

Books for sale include fiction, young adult, historical fiction, true crime, thrillers, sci-

fi, children’s books, non-fiction, parenting books and more!   

  

Poets Meet Musicians 
Monday, December 30 @ 7-9 PM  

Acoustic Mead Tap Room 
 

Poets Meet Musicians is a free, monthly event where the public is invited to share both poetry and 
music. Bring some poetry or some songs to perform. Mingle with other poets, musicians, and local 

performers. Everyone is welcome!  Join us for poetry, music, and good company. 
 

Acoustic Mead Tap Room 
119 N. Maple, TC 49684 

Details? Tom 231-392-6121 
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MasterClass Review:  
https://kindlepreneur.com/masterclass-review/ 

 
Have you ever wanted to attend a class taught by your favorite author or a “recognized” writer? There is an on
-line platform known as “MasterClass” which offers you such an opportunity.  MasterClass is an online learn-
ing platform, created by David Rogier and Aaron Rasmussen in 2015. It has quickly become the go-to online 
course system hosting the best in the industry as your teachers. Unlike with most course creation platforms, 
not just anyone can create a MasterClass. To become an instructor, you must be a genuine A-List legend with-
in your respective field. 
 

#1: Malcolm Gladwell Teaches Writing 
#2: Shonda Rhimes Teaches Writing for Television 
#3: Neil Gaiman Teaches the Art of Storytelling  
#4: James Patterson Teaches Writing 
#5: Judy Blume Teaches Writing 
#6: Dan Brown Teaches Writing Thrillers  
#7: Margaret Atwood Teaches Creative Writing 
#8: David Mamet Teaches Dramatic Writing 

#9: Joyce Carol Oates Teaches the Art of Short Story     

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

PRO’S 
MasterClass Format                                                                                                                                             
Here’s what you can expect from taking MasterClass courses:                                                                                
 a. High-quality video lessons from each course’s “Master” (an average of 24 lessons per Master 
Class)  b. Course notes containing the main points from the video, extra reading resources, and space to write 
     down your own notes.                                                                                                                                                           
 c. MasterClass community (Discussions where you can talk about the content of the MasterClass with          
     fellow students, and share work and exercises with one another) 

MasterClass Price List 
Previously, there was an option to take a free trial with MasterClass, but that is no longer available. Instead, 
you can access MasterClass in one of two ways: 
• You can purchase access to a single MasterClass for $90 
• You can purchase an all-access pass for only $180,grants unlimited access to all MasterClass classes. 
 
MasterClass tends to be engaging and brisk. Individual lessons can be as short as 5-25 minutes long. It’s 
condensed into what you need to know. MasterClass can grab and hold interest and maintain it throughout the 
entire lesson. Another edge Masterclass has is the instructors are actual individuals who made it huge in their 
respective fields. MasterClass provides a unique opportunity to sit down with the legends who will be studied 
in the future. 

Con’s 
It wouldn’t be a proper MasterClass review without bringing up some of the things that it lacked. Here are the 
things I didn’t particularly like: 
• While the people selected to lead the classes were all some of the best in the trade, many of them weren’t 

exactly great teachers. Hats off to the video editors in trying to make some of these as stellar as possible, 
but the level of actual teach was sometimes scarce. 

• Don’t expect these to be very technical, but more strategic in nature.   
• There is no free trial. You can’t download the classes.   
 

Would this be enough to deter me?  No, because the price is so cheap that I think all these negatives don’t out-
weigh the gains I got out of it. 
 

There were times when I wished some creators would go deeper to show some “how-to” aspects to their art. 
At one point, R. L. Stine talked about how he researches and plans for a new book.  I would have LOVED to 
see him put one of my old favorites together. Instead, we breezed over his process. In the end I can say 
that each class was absolutely worth watching. It was incredible to have such a candid approach from true 
masters of their art. But MOST of these courses will not give you the tools to jump right up and implement the 
lessons if you’re a true beginner. Instead, most are more of a high-level discussion on the art. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MasterClass
https://kindlepreneur.com/thinkific-vs-teachable/
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head0
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head1
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head2
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head3
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head4
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head5
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head6
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head7
https://prowritingaid.com/art/1031/9-best-masterclass-options-for-writers.aspx#head8
http://rlstine.com/

